
 

 
SUPERVISION OF STUDENT PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANTS HOD P06-11-09-17 
[Amended HOD P06-00-19-31; HOD 06-96-20-35; HOD 06-95-20-11] [Position] 
 
Student physical therapist assistants, when participating as part of a physical therapist assistant 
education curriculum, and when acting in accordance with American Physical Therapy 
Association policy and applicable state laws and regulations, are qualified to perform selected 
physical therapy interventions under the direction and supervision of either the physical therapist 
alone or the physical therapist and physical therapist assistant working as a team. When the 
student physical therapist assistant is participating in the delivery of physical therapy services 
while being supervised by the physical therapist alone or the physical therapist and physical 
therapist assistant working as a team, the physical therapist or the physical therapist assistant is 
physically present and immediately available at all times. The physical therapist or the physical 
therapist assistant will have direct contact with the patient/client during each visit as visit is 
defined in the Guide to Physical Therapist Practice. The physical therapist maintains 
responsibility for patient/client management at all times, including appropriate utilization of the 
physical therapist assistant as described in Direction and Supervision of the Physical Therapist 
Assistant, and for interventions performed by the student physical therapist assistant. 
 
Relationship to Vision 2020: Autonomous Practice; Professionalism; (Practice Department, ext 3176) 

[Document updated: 08/31/11] 

Explanation of Reference Numbers: 

BOD P00-00-00-00 stands for Board of Directors/month/year/page/vote in the Board of Directors Minutes; 
the "P" indicates that it is a position (see below). For example, BOD P11-97-06-18 means that this position 
can be found in the November 1997 Board of Directors minutes on Page 6 and that it was Vote 18. 

P: Position | S: Standard | G: Guideline | Y: Policy | R: Procedure 


